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SOCIAL REPRESENTATIONS OF WATER IN
THE MOROCCAN SOCIETY

ABSTRACT

Among the things that many adherents of other

religions believe in is that the creator made and Nabila BOUROUHOU
brought out of the water every living thing. PhD Student in sociology
Historically and anthropologically, it is Ibn Tofail University, Kenitra,
postulated that major human civilizations, both Morocco

past and present, have emerged around water Mbarek TAYI
sources, lakes, and rivers. Water has been the ' i

elixir of life and growth in destiny, and the elixir University lecturer

of civilization and the city in succession, it Ibn Tofail University, Kenitra,
comes as no surprise, then, that the significance Morocco

and sanctity of water have been exalted in most
major religions and mythologies. Morocco has
long been known for its great cultural diversity, a result of its interaction with other
civilizations and cultures that have inhabited its lands.

This diversity has given rise to varying perspectives and representations concerning the
importance of water. It serves as evidence that no civilization or culture emerges out of
nowhere, as their development depends on the accumulation of past experiences. In this
scientific essay, we aim to shed light on the water element by studying and analyzing
Moroccans social representations. Water goes far beyond its physical and chemical aspect, as
it is surrounded by a wide range of beliefs and practices that reach the point of sanctifying it,
as they are not repetitive and usual practices and beliefs, rather they are agreed upon by
members of society who define methods and goals for it and justify its motives and outcomes.
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Water has exceeded its natural properties and got surrounded by a multitude of symbols and
representations within many aspects of the popular imagination.

Through this essay, we seek to uncover its significance and connotations by examining
numerous social representation that deal with the water element such as raining rituals and

popular beliefs and proverbs.

Keywords: water, civilizations, social representations, beliefs, symbolisms.
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