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A STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL
STANDARDS ON ELECTORAL
EMPOWERMENT

Abstract

According to international standards,

electoral empowerment has evolved Badr El Baz

from a general human rights-based PhD in Public Law and Political
approach to a comprehensive framework Science

grounded in specific criteria. At its core Sidi Mohamed ben Abdelah
lies the adoption of measures in favor of University, Fez, Morocco.

marginalized groups, based on the
principles of necessity, proportionality,
and the realization of empowerment objectives. The foundations of these standards were
laid by the outcomes of the Beijing Platform for Action (1995), which established a
normative basis for equality in political participation, further developed through the
resolutions and instruments of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and culminating in the United
Nations Principles on Participation in Public Affairs (2018). Collectively, these international
references form a global conception of electoral empowerment that links the right to
participate in elections with the actual ability to influence political decision-making. This
approach seeks to enhance democratic legitimacy and ensure equitable citizenship for
marginalized groups within political systems that exhibit imbalances in electoral
representation.

More precisely, the synthesis of international standards reveals that electoral empowerment
constitutes a political choice of the State, aimed at renewing its governance system. Its
essence lies in the credibility of indicators reflecting the reality of electoral representation,
achieved through the establishment of proportionate mechanisms and measures that bridge
the gap between marginalization and empowerment objectives. These measures are

multidimensional and integrated, taking into account the temporal and spatial conditions

specific to each group, with the ultimate goal of ensuring their effective inclusion within the
general electoral framework.

Keywords: Electoral participation, international standards, necessity, proportionality,
measures, empowerment objective.
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de-science-politique/article/abs/dimensions-of-political-participation-in-a-canadian-
sample/F8C868B66EF8F59B27902C6714EC4486, consulté le 12/10/2018, p. 553-559.
2 . MELIN-SOUCRAMANIEN F. Les adaptations du principe d'égalit¢ & la diversité des
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Issues Conference The Implementation of Quotas: European Experiences Budapest, Hungary,

22-23 October

2004 ;https://www.legislationline.org/download/id/2880/file/ The%20Norwegian%20experience%20

0f%20gender%20quotas.pdf, Download date 2022-04-18/ 10h, p. 4.
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e Construire I'Etat de droit pour justifier les demandes en matiére de droits humains et de justice

électorale;

e Mettre en place des organismes de gestion électorale (OGE) professionnels et compétents,
pouvant agir en toute indépendance pour assurer le déroulement d’élections transparentes et
dignes de la confiance de I'opinion publique;

e Mettre en place des institutions et des normes de compétition pluraliste et de division des
pouvoirs qui renforcent la démocratie en tant que garantie de sécurité réciproque entre les
adversaires politiques;
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e Eliminer les obstacles juridiques, administratifs, politiques, économiques et sociaux a une
participation politique universelle et égale;
¢ Réglementer le financement incontrdlé, occulte et opaque des groupes politiques. », le réseau
de savoir électorale. L’Encyclopédie ACE: Intégrité électorale. ; 3ém édition 2012.
[enligne]https://aceproject.org/search?rtype=&country=&topic=&SearchableText=L % E2%80%99Encyc
lop%C3%A9die%20ACE%3A%20Int%C3%A9grit%C3%A9%20%C3%A9lectorale&language, consulté
le 12/03/2021, a 15h30 min. P8.
> RECOMMANDATIONS GENERALES ADOPTEES PAR LE COMITE POUR L’ELIMINATION
DE LA DISCRIMINATION A L’EGARD DES FEMMES Seizitme session (1997)*
Recommandation générale no 23: La vie politique et publiqgue , Figurant dans le document
A/52/38 ;https:/itbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/ CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/1_Global/INT_CEDA
W_GEC_4736_F.pdf ; 12/06/2021/6h ; p3.
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