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MULTILATERAL ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICIES: TRAJECTORIES OF GLOBAL
GOVERNANCE AND THE CHALLENGE OF
HARMONIZATION

Abstract

Multilateral environmental policies play Khalid Nya

a central role within a complex network

of mechanisms and structures that Lecturer and Researcher

constitute global governance, without,  njohammed 5th University in Rabat, Morocco
however, representing its  sole

foundation. They reveal a dense
interaction between legal, political, and
institutional dynamics. The fragmentation characterizing international environmental
regimes—such as those addressing climate change, biodiversity, and pollution control—
reflects both the richness of international cooperation and its structural limitations in the
absence of a unified and coordinated framework. Despite the proliferation of agreements and
international organizations, environmental efforts remain constrained by the logic of state
sovereignty and national interest, thereby hindering the construction of a coherent and
effective global system. The United Nations system, through its specialized agencies and
programs—such as the United Nations Environment Programme, the Food and Agriculture
Organization, the World Health Organization, the World Meteorological Organization,
UNESCO, the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund—exhibits a high degree of
functional interdependence while simultaneously suffering from a deficit in institutional
coordination. This situation underscores the need for a comprehensive and integrated model
of global environmental governance, capable of transcending sectoral approaches and
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articulating legal, political, and scientific dimensions within a unified vision, in order to
ensure the harmonization and sustainability of international efforts in addressing global
environmental challenges.

Keywords: multilateral policies, environment, international regimes, interdependence,
United Nations system.
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